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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


General A. Cunningham in a letter to Mr. Grote gives the following 
results of his late visit to the Punjab. 

During my last season’s tour through the Punjab I visited all. the 
spots that I could hear of, that gave any promise of yielding remains 
of interest, and although I have obtained but very few inscriptions, 
I believe that I have ascertained the position of Taxila in the ir- 
mediate neighbourhood of Shah-ki-Dheri, beyond all doubt. I believe 
also that Sangla-wdla Tiba, or the hill of Sangâla is the actual site 
of the Sangdla of Alexander. It is a rocky hill rising to 215 feet 
in height above the plain, and half surrounded by a sheet of water 
during the rains, but which must have been a permanent lake or 
swamp 2,000 years ago. ‘The site is covered with very large bricks, 
The more 
modern town of Oheka as described by Hwen Thsang, may I think 


and has evidently been deserted for many centuries. 


be identified with the large ruined town of Asarur which is still 
inhabited. 

The point where Alexander crossed the Hydaspes may I believe be 
looked, for a few miles above Jalâlpur. I examined the whole 
neighbourhood carefully, and I am myself satisfied that the Greek 
camp must have been near Jalalpur and the Indian Camp near Mong. 
The latter place I look upon as the Nikaia of Alexander, and I 
believe that the name was changed to Mog or Mong by the Indo- 
Scythian king Afoas, or Moga, the reputed founder of the place. 

The ruined city near Darapur, on the west bank of the Hydaspes, 
is now occupied and named. Dildwar. It is undoubtedly an ancient 
site, and may dispute with Jalalpur the honor of being the site of the 
famous Bucephala. Jalalpur itself with its precipitous hill fort of 
Gur Jhék, is one of the most ancient places in the Punjab. I think 
it may be identified with the Guri-vraja of the Mahabharata. 

Bánikyála is attributed to Raja Manik, and I believe with good 
reason, as I found a coin of the satrap Zeionises son of Manigal, 
deposited in a Tope, which I excavated, along with a relic-box marked 
with the Arian letter J, the initial of the name of Jihoniya or Zeionises, 
The relic-box itself is a perfect model of a Tope, the details of the 
mouldings, and the surrounding. basement, corresponding exactly with 


those of the Great Manikydla Tope. But the summit is crowned by 
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a series of four umbrellas resting on a square pedestal, and I conclude 
that the great Tope itself must originally have been finished in the 
same manner. J am quite satisfiel that Manikyala is the holy site 
where Buddha was believed to have made so many sacrifices of his 
body toa starving tiger. Huta-murtti, which means ‘sacrifice, or 
oblation, of body’ is found twice in General Court’s inscription, and the 
ground, as described by Hwen Thsang, is still red with blood of the 
holy Teacher. 

Near Shah-ki-Dheri there are the remains of a very extensive city, 
with stone walls and square towers and streets at right angles, exactly 
like Taxila as described by Philostratus. There are also scattered 
around the city the remains of 80 or 40 monasteries and of not less 
than 50 Topes, of which two are somewhat larger than the Great 
Mânikyâla Tope. I discovered the base of a pure Greek Ionic 
column. 

The parade ground of the Rawul Pindi cantonment is another 
ancient site, which has yielded several didrachms of Azas and Hippos« 
tratus besides one unique didrachm of Appollodotus. » 

Another ancient city exists near Hasan Abdâl and close to Baoti 
Pind. It possesses several Topes all of which had been opened except 
one, on the top of a hill, in ‘which I obtained a gold coin of about 
A. D. 400 to 500. 

I still adhere to my original position of Aornos at Nogram, as 
published in 1848. The hollow or valley on the top of the hill agrees 
exactly with the descriptions of Aornos, and the place is besides 
attributed to Raja Vara. 


Profr. Holmboe of Christiania draws attention to further discoveries 
of the relations which formerly existed between Asia and Scandinavia. 
A summary of these is given in a letter from him to Babu Rajendralal 
Mitra, of which the following is a translation. 

“ In the memoir on the Ortug or Told, I showed that the értug of the 
medieval Scandinavians was identical with the tola of the Indians ; 
which is the more remarkable, as no ae European nation has iis 
use of a similar weight. The ortug is = u a = 35 the Scandi- 
navian mark, as in Southern India the ih = 4 pala = 4 of the sír. 
Many of the ancient weights in the museums of a 
countries are marked with points or circles equal in number to their 
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weight in örtugs. I have enumerated these at pages 1—10* and 
compared them at p. 18. I have shewn the probability that the 
above mentioned weights were used for the weighment of coins and 
precious metals, as the tola.is now used in India. I have shewn that 
there was a period, when the half-mark or 12 ortugs was regard- 
edas a superior unit, and that the ancient rouble of Russia corre- 
sponds in weight to the half-mark of Scandinavia. Finally I have at 
page 24 given a list of several Swedish, Norwegian, Danish and Indian 
weights, of ancient dariks and of Sassanian gold coins, which have 
all nearly the same weight. 

A belief exists among the lower classes of Scandinavians, that a 
light sometimes appears over the sepulchral tumuli of pagan times; 
indicating that a treasure has been deposited in the tumulus. I have 
compared with this belief the traditions preserved in the life of the 
Chinese pilgrim Hwen Thsang, concerning the light which it was 
believed was seen over several Indian topes, and the efforts made by 
the Buddhist priests to imbue the people with the belief in a luminous 
power in the topes and dagobahsin the depths of the rock cut temples. 

Previous authors have instituted a comparison between the arms of 
the gods of thunder, Thor and Indra, but have restricted themselves to 
a comparison of their form and effects. To these I have added in 
my memoir, a comparison of their consecrating power. 

The fourth pamphlet} contains firstly a description of a little bronze 
hatchet, lately discovered, and secondly the inventory of a sepulchral 
tumulus which was opened eleven years ago at a spot, about twenty 
leagues south of Christiania. Among other things were the skeletons 
of three horses, one of which bore a saddle, the metallic parts of which 
were of gilt bronze. With this fact I have compared the customs of 
the Tartars of the 13th century, spoken of by Rubruquis and Jean du 


Plan.de Carpin who relate that the Tartar ee were buried with three . 


horses, one of them saddled.” 


* Om Ortug eller Tola en Skandinavisk og indisk Vegteenhed. 
+ Amuletier og om Stormends Begravelse blandt Skandinaver i Hedenold 
og blandt Mellemasiens Buddhister. 


